*~s Connecticut, beginning with 


7 thru oo. 


A non-profit corporation to 
promote the preservation and 
development of buildings of 
historical and architectural 
Significance in New London, 


Union Railroad Station. 


x. XXX ¥ 


SUMMER ACTIVITIES IN NEW LONDON 


New London has several events planned 
for this summer. Many of them take place 
downtown. If you decide to take part in the 
festivities also take some time to walk 
along Bank Street and Captain's Walk and 
look at the architecture. Once you raise 
your eyes above the neon and overhangs you 
will’ get a better idea of the quality and 
variety of architecture to be found in the 
city. 

July 7 - New York Times - New London 
Invitational Sail Regatta. 
July 9 - ie oe Festival | on - 
Captain's Walk. 

July 8,9&10 - New ienden Sail Besti- 
val. Downtown. 

July 15 & 16 - oes O'Neill play 
"Long Journey Home". Captain's Walk. 

duly 22 & 25 - Captain's Walk Craft 
show. 

July 29 & 30 - Downtown New London 
Sidewalk Sales. 
Aug. 6 & 7 ~- Children's fishing 
tournament for the benefit of the American 
Heart Association. City pier. 
Summer is also a good time to visit 
a°few of those local museums which many of 
us have probably never seen. 
Shaw Mansion, 11 Blinman, off Bank 

St. Colonial mansion and home of the New 
London County Historical Society. Tuesday 
1 PM to 4 PM. Adults 50¢. 
Children 25¢. 

Tale of the Whale Neseun Whale Oil 
Row on Huntington St. Tuesday thru Sunday. 

1 PM to 5 PM. Adults 50¢. Children 35¢. 

Hempstead House, Hempstead & Jay Sts. 
Circa 1678. One of the oldest houses in the 


state and the city's oldest. Tuesday thru 


Sunday. | PM to 5 PM. 


(cont. on last page) 
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Spring-Summer 1977 


America's Forgotten Architecture. 
The National Trust. Tony P. Wrenn, Eliza— 


beth D. Mulloy. New York City: Pantheon 
1976. 300 pp. illus. $20 (cloth), 
$8.95 (paper). 


America's Forgotten Architecture 
is a handbook for the preservationist and 


“a guidebook for anyone interested in the 


nation's architectural heritage. It deals 
concisely with the different architectural 
periods and then explains in more detail 


the different social aspects of historic 


| _ preservation; what preservations is about, 


its goals and methodology and how to use 


old buildings to the benefit of the 


community. The book is illustrated with 
hundreds of photographs designed to illus-— 


trate and highlight the beauty of our 
older buildings. (New London's harbor 
light on Pequot Avenue and Union Railroad 
Station are among them). If your local 
bookstore doesn't have a copy, you can 


order it from the National Trust for 


Historic Preservation, 740-748 Jackson 
Place, N.W.,: Washington, D.C. 20006. $1 
postage for the soft cover, $2 for hard- 
bound. 

The following is excerpted from the 
book: , 

GETTING TO KNOW THE BUILT ENVIRON- 
MENT: MISCELLANEOUS EXERCISES 

1. Touch a building. 

2. Think of places as being historic, 
your home, for example. What would it tell 
an archeeologist if it were unearthed a 
few centuries from now? : 

3. Think of all the things you can 
remember from childhood about your neigh-— 
borhood: the best trees for climbing, the 
paths through backyards where fences blocked 
a fast getaway; or about your bedroom: the 
windows, lighting, materials, patterns in 
the wallpaper. Now, without looking, name 
the number of windows in the room you're 
in. 

4. Assess your total environment. What 


. influence does it have on you? Can it be 


improved by saving or changing parts of it? 
(cont. on last page) 


GEORGIAN ARCHITECTURE IN 
NEW LONDON 


Officially, the Georgian style spanned 
the period from 1700, which marked the con— 
struction of the Wren Building at the Col- 
lege of William & Mary, Williamsburg, VA, 
to the Revolution when new building came 
to a temporary standstill. In outlying 
areas, however, structures were being built 
in the Georgian style well after the Revo- 
lution, due to the generally slow adaptation 
of new building styles in non urban areas. 

The characteristics of the style are 
based on Renaissance ideals popularized by 
the English architect Sir Christopher Wren, 
many of whose ideas were derived from the 
16th century Italian architect, Andrea Pal- 
ladio. Although the Georgian style can be 
divided into early and late periods, there 
remain throughout several fundamental quali- 
ties. First, the buildings are characterized 
by rigid symmetry. Detail is always balanced 
and even. Second, the central entrance is an 
intrinsic element of the Georgian building, 
linked very closely to the concept of rigid 
symmetry. Replacing the medieval casement 
windows of many Colonial buildings is the 
many~paned sash window, probably due to the 
improved glass-making technology. Finally, 
the hipped roof was a common ayaa ane 
necessary feature. 

In New London the feet example of 
authentic Georgian architecture is the — 
county Court House at Huntington and State 
Streets at the top of Captain's Walk. Built 


in 1784, the Court House facade is typically | 


Georgian with its Palladian window domina=i 
ting the central bay which is also set off 
by pilasters. This demarcation of.the bay .- 
is another feature of the Georgian style. 
Also, there are an equal number of windows 
on either side of the entrance, satisfying 
the need for symmetrical design. The windows 
are double hung sashes, with a very balanced 
arrangement of 20 panes over 20 panes in 
each one. 

At 90-92 Willetts Avenue between. Montauk 
Ave. and Howard St. is a double house con- 


sidered to be Georgian because of its sym--.-. 


metry and detail. The building has pilasters 
Spanning two stories at the corners and 
double—hung sash windows. The doorway is 
also in the Georgian tradition with a broken 
pediment and dentilled cornice. The roofline 
is characteristic of the early Geongian 


period, recalling the Colonial saltbox 
style. 

While there are few authentic buil- © 
dings of this period left in New London | 
there are many structures built in this 
century which show the pervasive influ- 
ence of this building style. The Coast 
Guard Academy, for example, has many . 
buildings which would have been suitable © 
18th century college buildings. Driving 
down Ocean Avenue one can see many 
beautiful homes with central Palladian 
windows and symmetrical facades. Little 
brick Georgian gas stations are common 
in New England. The Georgian style seems 
to connote stability, tradition and 
good taste to many builders and buyers 
of buildings. 

-Marjorie Searl 


* * * 


Thursday evening, June 23, the 

Public Welfare Committee of the New Lon— 
don City Council voted to give NLL-URST 
another $12,650 to continue our work 
studying how Fort Trumbull could be con- 
verted into a museum and tourist attraction. 

Most of the money appropriated will 
go to architectsRoderic Hartung and Frederic 
Biebesheimer of Interdesign/Hartung to 
continue the fine work they have already 
completed on Fort Trumbull. The first 
phase of the project entailed determining 
different stages of development and we 
have already received the support of 
Senators Weicker and Ribicoff and Representa- 
tive Dodd, among others. It is hoped the 
second phase will carry the project to the 
point where concrete gains to opening the 


fort to the public can be made. 


“ NLL-URST still plans a tour of the 
fort in the future but because the » 
structure is located in a restricted 
government facility, the advance prepara~ 
tions are somewhat complicated. 


x ee * 


hee members of NLL-URST eet . 
with the New London Redevelopment Agency 
at their request to discuss. our feelings 


about the proposed razing of three buildings — 


in the Bank Street area. Two of the buil- 
dings are located on State Street diagonally 
across from Union Station, between Rudy's 
Pier One restaurant and the Subway Sandwich 
concern. The other building is on Bank Street 
and houses the businesses of Schablein's 
shoe store,: the Fun Center and Brass Rail 
bar. Historically the structure was known as 
the FPrink Mansion. The Redevelopment Agency 
wants to remove: these buildings for several 
related reasons: to allow upgrading of the 
remaining buildings to comply with current 
fire codes, to open the facades of these 
buildings to the planned esplanade (the so- 
called boardwalk) and also to open a view 
of the harbor from Bank Street. 

The Redevelopment Agency wished to 
know our views on the matter since the 
buildings are part of an area which is now 
undergoing study to determine its eligi- 
bility for the National Register of Historic 
places. While such a study is being made 


the buildings are temporarily considered 


"saved" and cities are restricted in using 


federal funds ( such as the Redevelopment 
 Agency' s) to raze them. If any individual 
. or group should challenge their razing on 
grounds of historic importance then the 
Agency would have to prove its case, the 
red tape would start to unwind and the whole 
- program for Bank Street could bog down 


interminably. 

As a watchdog of bine buildings 

in New London, NLL-URST found itself in © 
the position of having to critically anglyze 
if the buildings were historically important, 


and even if so were they of great enough 


importance to restrict a plan which could 
greatly benefit the downtown area. Unlike the 
case of Union Station, there is no school of 
architects and art historians ready to tess 


“tify on behalf of the buildings, nor do the 


structures have the impact of the train sta- 
tion on the general streetscape. 


All the buildings probably date from 


“the first half of the 19th century. The two 


buildings on State Street have lost what lit- 
tile architectural embellishments they once 
had and are now little more than space fillers 
between the two other structures. The Frink 
Mansion, in contrast to the anonymity of 

the other two buildings, has a strong associ- 


ation with the whaling era of New London, but 


the interior has been gutted over the years 

to accomodate changing businesses. Wilth the 
exception of the roofline, little of its 
original character remains. Considering these 
facts, NLL-URST felt we could not object to 
removal of these specific buildings. Their 


Membership Categories 

$3 Student 
5 Regular 
10 Family 


Membership Application 


I enclose my remittance for $ 


NAME: 


: New London Landmarks-Union Railroad Station Trust, Toc. 


$25 Contributor 
50 Patron 
150 Life 


membership(s) in 


ADDRESS :_ 


TELEPHONE: 


Would you be interested in volunteering your services for any of our following committees? 
If so, please check which one interests you and you will be contacted. 


a TORY Trumbull Stuay Group 


__ Historic build: 


g survey 


__Special events(tours, etc.) 


Return form to: NLL-URST, Inc. 141 Blydenburg Ave. New London, CT 06320 


(cont. from piteeaing page) , | | 

historic value seemed less lapertant when NEW MEMBERS 

compared to the overall renovation scheme — 

of the area which would benefit some very The following people have joined 
fine buildings. We were further assured NLL-URST, Inc. since publication of our 
by the Redevelopment Agency any architectural last newsletter and are sincerely wel- 
contrivance replacing the buildings would be comed. 


aesthetically sound and in keeping with the _ 
overall character of the street. Mildred Abbott - N.L. 

Preservation groups are under a con- Bruce Baratz -— N.L. 
statt pressure from the criticism they are Mary Boatwright — Stngntn. 
unrealistic, that their concerns with saving ‘Dorothy Bryson - N.L. 
old buildings are without relation to eco- 7 Deirdre Condon - N.L. 
nomic facts. Sentiment is thought to get Judge & Mrs. Thomas Condon - N.L. 
in the way of rational thought processes. a “Margaret Gibson - N.L. : 
However, for our part we have always thought : Rose Gigliotti -N.L. 
it irrational the way the city of New Lon- Mr. & Mrs. Arvin E. Karterud ~ Wtrda. 
don has indiscriminately razed buildings | Jessie Kohl -— Noank 
throughout the years. (One of the earlier Brian Lonérgan>- N.L. 
city plans in the 60's called for razing David McKain - N.L. 
the entire waterfront side of Bank Street — Nancy Proffetti — N.L. 
except for the Customs House. ) Therefore, ie. & Mrs. Pezer Roper ~NL. 
it's satisfying, if not edifying, tO s66 « - 2. Joseph Richardson - Bstn. 
the fate of a building can be carefully : 
weighed. We kmow there are times when it is 
more constructive to let go of something old Y ‘: 
in the hope of a future improvement, and we . 
hope this recent experience with Redevelop-— 
ment Agency is a part of a healthy trend 
in the city and not an isolated instance. 


(cont. from first page) - 

5. Find a building that repels you 

and ask yourself why. 

6. Spend the day as an architectural 
photographer would, preparing to photograph 
a building, looking at the play of light | 

on it, seeing it from every angle... 
|, Sketch a streetscape and note © 
all the similarities and differences 
between the buiddings... 

8. Desien an infill structure for a 
gap between buildings. What elements could 
you use to tie one to another and both 
to the street? 

9. Watch faces at a demolition site — 
and eavesdrop on COMMON TB «+ 


—- Clifford Stone. 


ae from first pee) . 

Nathan Hale Schoolhouse,- Captain's 
Walk, next to City Hall. The patriot's 
patriot taught here before his spying 
mission on the British. Open during the 
"clement days" of the summer. 

Lyman Allyn Museum, 100 Mohegan Ave. 
Tuesday thru Saturday 1 PM to 5 PM. suey 
2 PM 2 ? oe CBee admission. 
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